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SUMMARY:

The trial court’s order, following an episode of witness intimidation, that all spectators must present a valid form of identification before being allowed to enter the courtroom was a narrowly-tailored safety measure implemented to prevent witness intimidation and did not infringe upon the defendant’s constitutional right to a public trial.  
Because the hearing to determine whether there was probable cause to charge another individual with witness intimidation, which the trial court conducted during the defendant’s trial, was unrelated to the criminal charges faced by the defendant, the defendant’s absence from the hearing did not violate his Crim.R. 43(A) right to be present at all stages of the trial.
JUDGMENT:

AFFIRMED
JUDGES:
OPINION by HENDON, P.J.; CUNNINGHAM and DEWINE, JJ., CONCUR.  
