
ò...an eye-opening experience. The only thing I thought Hamilton County was involved in was stadiums...ó  

Special points of in-

terest:  

Very short timeframe to 

apply for grants for removal of 

slum and blight in commercial 

and/or industrial areas .  

More on page 2 

Condemned residential 

structures in your community? 

The Spot Demolition Program 

can help you.  

More on page 3  

 A multijurisdictional 

cooperation project that has 

already resulted in quick gains 

for some local jurisdictions.  

More on page 4 
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Newly Elected Official Workshop  

Pictured above , Johnnie Lee Rabb Mayor-elect  of Woodlawn, Bob Duerler, councilman from Sharonville, and Jeff 
Kruger and Lee Cole, council members from Terrace Park. 

On Saturday, December 1, 
2007, newly elected officials 
from Woodland, Loveland, St. 
Bernard, Golf Manor, Terrace 
Park, Forest Park, and Sharon-
ville convened at the Hamilton 
County Regional Planning Com-
mission (HCRPC) offices to 
learn of programs and resources 
available to their communities.  

 

The event is organized by 
the Planning Partnership of the 
HCRPC, a collaborative of local 
jurisdictions, private and public 
sector organizations and indi-
viduals interested in addressing 
economic, social and demo-
graphic pressures that affect the 
growth and redevelopment of 
Hamilton County.  

 

Critical to their jobs as 
elected officials in their respec-
tive jurisdictions is the ability to 
find the right balance between 

their communityõs financial re-
sources and the services to pro-
vide to residents. This event 
does precisely that: it provides 
information on programs and 
resources available to local juris-
dictions. 

 

Mark Fitzgerald, council 
member from Loveland, ac-
knowledged the benefits of get-
ting a head start in their new jobs 
by attending this workshop. Mr. 
Fitzgerald recognized the real 
value that collaboration can 
bring to his community  òé just 
think of the savings from buying 
salt as part of a pool instead of 
as an individual community.ó 

 

The discussion on numer-
ous services and programs avail-
able to local jurisdictions 
prompted Lee Coleõs candid 
comment ò itõs been an eye 
opening experience. The only 

thing I thought the county was 
involved with was stadiums,ó 
reflected the overall feel of the 
participants. 

 

Hosting the event were 
Planning Partnership officers: 
Senator Richard Finan, Evendale 
representative, Chris Bortz, Cin-
cinnati representative, and Gwen 
McFarlin, Springfield Township 
representative; Larry Sprague, 
chairman HCRPC and Ron 
Miller, executive director 
HCRPC. Commissioner Pat 
DeWine welcomed participants 
on behalf of the Board of 
County Commissioners. 

 

If you missed this work-
shop and would like to schedule 
a presentation in your commu-
nity you can contact Catalina 
Landivar-Simon at 946-4455 or 
at catalina.landivar@hamilton-
co.org  .  
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The US Census Bureau publishes 
population estimates for every jurisdiction 
in the United States each year after the 
decennial census.  These estimates are 
used in federal funding allocations, as 
survey controls, and in monitoring recent 
demographic changes.   
Existing data such as 
births, deaths, Federal tax 
returns, Medicare enroll-
ment, and immigration 
are used to update the 
decennial census base 
counts.  These estimates 
showed that Hamilton 
County  was on pace to 
lose nearly 50,000 resi-
dents between the years 
2000 and 2005.   

 

Governmental 
units, including states, 
counties and units of 
local government, may 
challenge the population estimates pre-
pared by the Census Bureau under the 
provisions of Title 15, The Code of Fed-
eral Regulations. 

 

The City of Cincinnati successfully 
challenged its 2005 estimate of 308,728 (a 
loss of 22,557 people since Census 2000) 
to 331,310 (a gain of 25 people since Cen-
sus 2000).  The Cityõs growth was due to a 

large amount of conversions of older build-
ings from various uses to single-family or 
multi-family residential units. 

 

Cincinnatiõs success benefitted the 
Countyõs population count as it jumped to 
822,596 in 2006 from 806,652 in 2005.  Cin-

cinnati Mayor Mark Mallory 
and Hamilton County Com-
missioner Todd Portune initi-
ated a county-wide crusade to 
revise the 2006 estimates.   
 

Hamilton County jurisdictions 
had technical support from the 
Hamilton County Regional 
Planning Commission staff to 
document the appeal.  In all, 
nine communities, including 
Amberley Village, Blue Ash, 
Silverton, Wyoming and the 
Townships of Delhi, Colerain, 
Green, Springfield, and Sym-
mes, submitted applications 

that proved the addition of 20,248 people 
based on new housing development records.   

 

Regional Planning Commission staff 
predicts that the 2007 estimate will push the 
Countyõs population near 840,000 making 
Hamilton County a stable community since 
the year 2000. 
 

John Huth can be reached at john.huth@hamilton-
co.org or at 513-946-4456 

Hamilton County Gains Population  
By John Huth  

Announcement:  
 

Grants for  
Commercial/
Industrial Projects 
Due by January 25th  

 
Hello Hamilton 
County Communities 
and Economic Devel-
opment Professionals. 
Happy Holidays! 
  
The Hamilton County 
Development Com-
pany (HCDC) would 
like to announce two 

grant opportunities 
available for commer-

cial/industrial projects.  Both grants are on a 
very short timeframe.   

  

The Urban Land Assistance 

Program (ULAP)  
http://www.hcdc.com/content.jsp?

articleId=102 
This program is administered by 

HCDC and funded by Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG) and open to 
all CDBG eligible communities.  The pro-
gram has historically funded only phase 1 
and phase 2 environmental studies.   For a 
limited time the program is funding demoli-
tion and remediation activities in commer-
cial/industrial areas.   The projects can also 
be more speculative in nature but still must 
result in the removal of slum and blight.  If 
you have projects that may include these 
activities please give me a call as soon as 
possible.   

 

The Industrial Sites  
Improvement Fund (ISIF)  

http://www.odod.state.oh.us/edd/
obd/IndustrialSiteImprovementFund/ 

This is a State grant program which 
allows Hamilton County to submit one 
project per year.  Hamilton County received  
such a grant for 2006 which made us ineligi-
ble for 2007 but we are able to compete 
again for the 2008 grant. Grants can be used 
for land or building acquisition, expansion 
and modernizing of buildings, remediation, 
and infrastructure improvements and can be 
for up to $750,000 or 75% of total costs.  
Projects are scored based on overall feasibil-
ity of the project, need for improvement and 
financial assistance, level of distress, pro-
posed job creation, extent of local invest-
ment, site marketing plan, and site's promo-
tion of the Turnaround Ohio Plan (http://
csa.das.ohio.gov/TurnaroundOhio/
TurnaroundOhio/tabid/75/Default.aspx). 

 

Projects need to be submitted to HCDC 
by January 25th. These will be reviewed by the 
ULAP Committee and Hamilton County's 
project will be announced by February 8th.  
The final ISIF application will then be submit-
ted to the State by March 14th to compete 

A numbers game  

that can increase federal  

allocations  

If you have any questions or would like to talk 
about possible applications please feel free to call 
Daniel J. Ferguson, HCDC - Economic Develop-
ment Office at (513) 631-8292 (phone) or email 
at dferguson@hcdc.com 

Dan Ferguson 

http://www.hcdc.com/content.jsp?articleId=102
http://www.hcdc.com/content.jsp?articleId=102
http://www.odod.state.oh.us/edd/obd/IndustrialSiteImprovementFund/
http://www.odod.state.oh.us/edd/obd/IndustrialSiteImprovementFund/
http://csa.das.ohio.gov/TurnaroundOhio/TurnaroundOhio/tabid/75/Default.aspx
http://csa.das.ohio.gov/TurnaroundOhio/TurnaroundOhio/tabid/75/Default.aspx
http://csa.das.ohio.gov/TurnaroundOhio/TurnaroundOhio/tabid/75/Default.aspx
mailto:dferguson@hcdc.com


Lincoln Heights  

 Residents Planning the Villageôs future 
By Dean Niemeyer   
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Hamilton County 

Community  
Development  
 

The Spot  

Demolition  
Program  
By Patrick Hanrahan  

 

Every year, Hamilton County 

Community Development sets 
aside Community Development 
Block Grant funds for the Spot 
Demolition Program.  This 
money is available to participat-
ing communities within the 
County to cover the cost of 
demolition of residential struc-
tures that have been condemned 
or are deemed by the community 
as blighted.  In 2008, this pro-
gram will be funded at $100,000. 
 
       In the early years of the pro-
gram, grants were made available 
only after Health or Building 
Department officials had taken 
official action to condemn a 
property.  More recently, pro-
gram rules have been revised to 
provide communities easier ac-
cess.  Generally, communities can 
apply for the funds if they own 
the property or have obtained a 
writ of entry. 
 
       Historically, the program has 
been funded at a level that has 
been adequate to approve most 
requests.  If future demand ex-
ceeds dollars available, however, 
grants will be approved on a first 
come, first served basis.  Com-
munities interested in applying 
for these funds should contact 
the Hamilton County Commu-
nity Development Department at 
513-946-8230. 
 

Patrick Hanrahan is Program 

Manager at the Hamilton County 

Community Development Depart-

ment. He can be reached at  513-

946-8234 or at 

pat.hanrahan@hamilton -co.org 

Cincinnati  

ñLEEDòership Role  

in Environmentally Friendly Building  
By Chris Bortz  

Last year, Cincinnati City 
Council created legisla-
tion, sponsored by Coun-
cilmember Laketa Cole 
and myself, to encourage 
environmentally friendly 
building in Cincinnati 
through tax and other 
financial incentives. 

 

Leadership in Energy & 
Environmental Design (LEED) standards, as 
developed by the U.S. Green Building Council, 
are recognized as the benchmark in sustainable 
building practices across the nation.  A LEED 
Certified building can be up to 30% more effi-
cient than a non LEED certified building.  
Green buildings, through innovative construc-
tion and design, enhance the quality of life in 
our community and have a smaller environ-
mental footprint than conventional buildings.   

 

In addition to the energy savings and 
other efficiency measures, LEED certified 
buildings are healthier for their occupants.    
School buildings built to LEED standards tend 
to have students with fewer sick days.  Homes 
built to LEED standards have higher indoor 

Chris Bortz 

air quality, helping fight many common ill-
nesses and allergies.  Studies have shown that 
LEED office buildings have increased em-
ployee productivity of between 6-16%. 

 

Cincinnatiõs new LEED Tax Abatement 
Program gives automatic 12-year tax abate-
ments to renovated commercial buildings and 
automatic 15-year tax abatements to new 
LEED certified commercial buildings, which 
may include larger apartment structures.  For 
construction of LEED homes, the length of 
the abatement was increased to 15 years as well 
as the amount of the abatement, dependent on 
what level of LEED certification is achieved. 

 

To apply, applicants must fill out an ap-
plication form found on the Cityõs website at 
www.cincinnati-oh.gov.  Commercial projects 
require a written agreement signed prior to 
beginning construction. For more information 
on the City of Cincinnatiõs LEED Tax Abate-
ment Program, call Eric Denson at (513) 352-
4981.    
 

Chris Bortz is a City of Cincinnati Council Member and is the 
Planning Partnership Vice-chair. He can be reached at 
chris.bortz@cincinnati-oh.gov 

On November 15th, Lincoln Heights 
residents and advocates met at the Lincoln 
Heights Elementary School in the first com-
munity gathering to 
kick off the planning 
process to develop a 
comprehensive plan 
for the Village and a 
path for its implemen-
tation.   

 

Residents en-
gaged in conversations 
on how to nurture 
family values, provide a 
safe community envi-
ronment, honor the 
history of their Village, 
strengthen the Villageõs 
tax base and promote 
efficient and effective 
government.  Participants discussed the rea-
sons why those topics held meaning for them 
and what opportunities they see for the future.   

 

Many enthusiastic residents made the 
commitment to actively participate in working 
teams focused on those five focus areas.    

 

The groups, to be called 
òOpportunity Teams,ó will 
meet during the next few 
months to research and 
develop new initiatives.  
The meeting ended with a 
delicious dinner catered by 
òOur Corneró a local busi-
ness. Staff from the Hamil-
ton County Regional Plan-
ning Commission with sup-
port from Peter Block and 
A Small Group facilitated 
the community gathering. 
 
For more information on 
this process contact Dean                  

Niemeyer at 946-4487. 



Planning Partnership  

Sponsors Cooperation and Efficiency Project  
By Catalina Landivar -Simon  

50 Local Communities in Search for Opportunities to Improve Services and Control Costs  
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Many jurisdictions in Hamilton 
County are already involved in shared 
service initiatives of their own will.  

 
To try to discover additional types of 

service sharing that would help local gov-
ernment leaders save money or solve 
problems they were experiencing, the 
Planning Partnership of the Hamilton 
County Regional Commission sponsored 
the Government Cooperation and Effi-
ciency Project (GCEP). 

 

How GCEP got started  
Early conveners of the project were 

Chris Bortz, Planning Partnership Vice-
Chair and Pat DeWine, Hamilton County 
Commissioner. 
 

Project funding of $150,000 was pro-
vided by the City of Cincinnati, Hamilton 
County and the Cincinnati Business Com-
mittee.    A Steering Committee, chaired 

by Senator Rich-
ard Finan, Plan-
ning Partnership 
Chairman, and 
George Schaefer, 
Chairman Fifth 
Third Bancorp, 
was established to 
guide the project. 
Management 
Partners Inc. pro-
vided staff sup-
port. 

 
The first phase of the Government 

Cooperation and Efficiency Project 
(GCEP) that started May was officially 
completed in December this year. The 
following highlights the results of the first 
phase. 

 
Cooperation Starts with  

Communication  
Groups met several times to generate 

ideas and discuss implementation of ser-
vice sharing opportunities. Three working 
groups were used to develop ideas for 
cooperation: (1) Finance, administrative 

and general services, (2) Public works ser-
vices, and (3) Economic development, 
community development and planning 
services. In addition, staff from Manage-
ment Partners Inc. conducted interviews, a 
survey, and researched the topics of tax 
administration, fire, public health, water 
provision, and solid waste and recycling, 
and State incentives to local governments. 
 

The Projectôs Guiding  

Principles:  

Highly functional services should not 
be degraded through service consoli-
dation simply for the purpose of pro-
viding lower cost services 

Services should not be combined to 
the detriment of local control or home 
rule just to make life easier for individ-
ual organizations or special interests 

Service mergers should not form mega
-departments for the benefit of the 
administrator, but for the benefit of 
participating communities and their 
residents. 
 

A Winning Project  
The project has resulted in quick gains 

for participants. Managing Partners Inc. 
reports that 14 jurisdictions have identified 
potential savings of approximately $500K 
as a result of this project from bulk salt 
purchase, fuel purchase, street sign/
markings, and fire hydrant maintenance. 
Since another 24 jurisdictions within the 

county 
have been 
engaged in 
the GCRP 
initiative 
and are 
pursuing savings for their 
taxpayers, unreported savings are likely. 
When interviewed for this article,  
David Foglesong Colerain Township 
Administrator, for example, indicated 
that the Township  will use Hamilton 
County's web auction for sale of surplus 
equipment and will consider pursuing 
purchasing cooperatives with the City of 
Cincinnati and Hamilton County for 
possible cost savings. 

 

Size Matters  
Economies of scale are undoubtly 

one of the potential benefits of multi-
jurisdictional cooperation.  

 
This project explored opportunities 

for County-City shared services, for  
sharing of services with other govern-
ments, and for a third party, the Center 
for Local Government to implement 
some of the CGCEP indentified ideas. 

 
Twelve specific projects were identi-

fied for detailed implementation plan-
ning. Some of those projects will result 
improved quality of government  

 
Continued on page 5 

Government Cooperation and Efficiency Project 

(GCEP)  
 

is a voluntary effort designed to help local communities improve 
service delivery and control costs through cross-jurisdictional coopera-
tion, sharing of  services and possible service delivery consolidation. All 
50 local governments in the county ð cities, villages and township, plus 
the County itself  ð were included in this effort. 

 

Find more information at http://www.hamiltoncountyohio.gov/hcrpc/partner/gcep/  

Senator Richard Finan 

http://www.hamiltoncountyohio.gov/hcrpc/partner/gcep/

