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Resident advocates forGre

BY KELLY K. KNOX
Staff Colummnist

Judging by thc way Betty
Downs can recite Greenhills histo-
1y, one would never know she’s not
a native, Although she has only
lived in Greenhills for a few years,
she has developed a decp passion
for the preservation of the commu-
nity.

In fact, her passion yuns so deep
that she has visited both of the othe:
two New Deal-er “‘greecbelt com-
munitics” within the past fcw
morchs in her scarch for ways to
advocate for the revicalization and
preservation of Greenhills. She also
recently donated a book to the
Greenhills Library about
Greendele, Wis , cntitled The Litrle
Wilage That Could ... and Did

“These communities are so
unique,” said Downs. “] feel safe
hete and never feel threatened.
Because of the the design, I can
walk anywhere near here.
Greenhills is worth preserving,”

When her husband, Bill, retired
a littie over threc years ago, the cou-
ple moved to Greenhills to be near
[armily. Downs immediately sensed
something unique abou: the cam-
ity and began to investigate.

Most recently, her investigation
took her to Greenbolt in Maryland
in April, and then to Greendale in
Wisconsin in June. Along the way,
she leamed that both of those otber
communities that started
Depression-cra housing  cxperi-
cats have discovered unique woys
to keep their communitics thriving
through the decades,

“Grecndale  bas  Reiman
Publications, wi:ch publishes Zuste
of Home magazine,” Dowrs soid.

“The magazine has eftracted a
large commercial acd industrial
section to Greendale, and they also
now have the largest shopping mall
in Wisconsin. They also bave g vis-
ftor's ceuter with a test kitchen ‘or
Taste of Home, a nice restavrant
featuring iive musie, and a pizzeria.
All of these attsaztions have really
rcvitalized  the  intcrest of
Greandale’s citizens, withott losing

Betty Downs is a strong advocate for Greenhills, past and future]

the nstorical infegrity of the com-
munity,”

Similarty, Groenbzlt has a sign
2t the eatrance to the town Jabeling
it “The Best-Kept Sccret in
Maryland“ The town's residents
have put great ¢ffort into marketing
Greenbelt as 2 friendly and opea
bedroom community serving the
greater District of Columbic area,
thereby developing a large tax base
through attracting many wealthier
area residents,

“Greenbelt has a museum in one
of the original houses with: firnish-
ings and appliances original to the
era in which these commumites
were built, and they have put a lot
of effort into doveloping a wice
shopping arca that people like to
visit,” Downs said.

Through ber travels to these s:s-
tor towns, Downs hss developed
soric ideas about bow to furtrer
revialize end preserve her adopted
Aame of Greenhilis,

"It's hard for pzople 10 accept
change,” she said *T can urder-
stand how people who have lived
here their ‘whole lives don’t waat
things to change ™

But the community has already
changed. Downs pointed out that
not many years ago, homes in
Greznhills were passed down with-
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The Village of Greenhills and the Steering Commintee
Jor the development of the Comprehensive Plan invites |
and encourages all citizens, residents and! businesses, of l

the Greenkills community to participate in the
“Presentation of the Draft Comprehensive Plan” which
details the future vision for the Willage of Greenhills, |

in families and it was very difficull
to find a home for sale. Now, how
cver, Downs sees homes for sal=
nearly every block in town,
“Greenhills needs to find a sax:
ior,” she gaid. “We need to attract f§
large compary or dusiness that cah
put some money into the towry
Reiman Publications i Greendale
is a great example of how that ca
work. That company has embracs
Greendale and has helped wm i
into an antractive place for people th
visit and a desirable place for peds
ple to live.” During her short resi=
dency in Groenhills, Downs hag
been active n civic and social activy

The Steering Committee has been working difigently on
this process and is excited 10 bring 10 the commeunity
the Draft Comprehensive Plan for the future, its goals,
objectives, strategies, and timetable,

For the process to be Successful we need your
participation end feedback. Also needed are open minds
about the future direction of the Village by everyone
with a stake in our comummenily,

active and enthusiastic member of
the historic Greater Cincinnag |
Wome:n's Post 644, .

But ber time n Greechills is 3
drawing short, and she and he- hus-
band are planning ‘0 move soon to | ,
a piece of lend they have purchased |
in her native sttc of Alabama,
However, 2 piece af her heart will
remain in Greenhlks, and she plans
‘o retum oftzn to visit fumily,

“I believe in Greenhills,” she
said, “and I believe the people here
will find 2 way to preserve it
There's fo0 much to Jose if they

For more information, please contact Jane Bemy,
Village of Greenhills, 11000 Winton Road, Greenhilis,
Ohio 45218, Telephone: S513-825-2100, Email:

Abemr@ereentillsohio. org
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