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SUMMARY:
Evidence showing the defendant’s deliberate lies to police during a homicide investigation that misdirected the investigation was sufficient to allow the jury to conclude that there was a “substantial stoppage” of the investigating detective’s progress, and therefore, the evidence was sufficient to support the defendant’s conviction for obstructing official business under R.C. 2921.31.
The state presented evidence showing that the defendant repeatedly lied to the police even though the detective told the defendant that he knew that the defendant had lied and had explained to the defendant the effect of his lies on the investigation, and thus, there was evidence from which the jury could have reasonably inferred that the defendant acted with purpose to hinder or impede the investigation.

While statements by the prosecutor referring to the defendant’s refusal to take a polygraph test and his assertion of his right to counsel were patently improper, the defendant failed to object to those comments, and any error did not rise to the level of plain error.
Even though counsel failed to object to prosecutorial misconduct, the defendant failed to meet his burden to show ineffective assistance of counsel, because he failed to show that but for counsel’s performance, the result of the proceeding would have been otherwise.

 

JUDGMENT:
AFFIRMED  
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