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SUMMARY:

Where plaintiff village employee filed an action claiming that the village mayor had defamed her by falsely publishing that she had a felony conviction, the mayor had a qualified privilege where he told only the village council and other village officials that the employee had a felony conviction and where that conviction would have affected the employee’s ability to perform her duties.
Plaintiff village employee failed as a matter of law to prove that the mayor had acted with actual malice in making alleged defamatory statements about a prior felony conviction where the mayor had reviewed documents in the employee’s file, requested that the police chief verify the information, and contacted other village officials to confirm it.   

JUDGMENT:
AFFIRMED
JUDGES:
OPINION BY FISCHER, P.J.; HENDON and STAUTBERG, JJ., CONCUR. 
