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SUMMARY:

The trial court did not err in failing to hold a hearing on defendant’s motion for sanctions for frivolous conduct under R.C. 2323.51, because the statute does not mandate a hearing if the motion lacks merit, defendant did not ask for a hearing on the motion as required by the local rules, and defendant forfeited any right to a hearing by failing to request one when the parties asked the trial court to decide the motion.
Where defendant filed a motion for sanctions for frivolous conduct by plaintiffs in bringing suit against defendant, the trial court did not err in overruling defendant’s motion where a reasonable interpretation of a previous settlement agreement, in which the plaintiffs released all claims against defendant that they knew to exist as of the time of the agreement, was that the agreement did not include the specific dissemination of confidential information by defendant that was the subject of the lawsuit, and where the court could not say that no reasonable lawyer would have brought the suit.  
JUDGMENT:
AFFIRMED
JUDGES:
OPINION by MOCK, J.; HENDON, P.J., and STAUTBERG, J., CONCUR. 
