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SUMMARY:

In a murder trial, the prosecutor’s reference to defendant as “the shooter” during a witness’s testimony did not result in plain error where the witness had used the term to describe a person holding a gun moments after a shooting occurred, and where the prosecutor used the same descriptive term in his follow-up questions with the witness.
Defense counsel’s decision to cross-examine a witness regarding her description of defendant as “the shooter,” rather than object to it during direct examination, was a tactical or strategic trial decision, and did not constitute ineffective assistance of counsel.

The trial court’s failure to voir dire a juror about contact with defendant’s mother outside the courtroom did not result in plain error where both the prosecutor and defense counsel expressly declined to have the court examine the juror, there was no allegation that the contact was about the matter pending before the jury and defense counsel informed the court that the contact did not relate to the trial.

JUDGMENT:
AFFIRMED 
JUDGES:
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